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April 2, 2020 
 
Dear Families, 
 
I want to start by thanking each of you for your patience and flexibility during this challenging 
time. Many of you have reached out and offered your support, continued checking in on the 
well-being of the staff and offered suggestions on how to continue to connect with families 
remotely. Your understanding, thoughtfulness and continued support is very much appreciated! 
 
We have continued to closely monitor information both at the state and national level regarding 
the current health crisis and as you’re aware, the University has moved all classes on-line; the 
Governor has closed all K-12 schools statewide for the remainder of the school year and 
extended the current stay at home order. With this in mind, we have made the difficult decision 
to extend the current closure of the Children’s Campus for all families through, May 16th, 2020, 
the remainder of the academic semester. This was by no means an easy decision, but at the 
end of the day, the health and well-being of each and every member of our Children’s Campus 
community must come first. 
 
With the closure comes the cancelation of a number of our annual events. This includes our 
upcoming book fair (we are still exploring ways to offer this on-line) and play night; Parent 
graduation; our PreK graduation; and our Summer Camp Ice Cream Social. That being said, we 
are committed to finding alternate ways to celebrate our graduates and potentially re-schedule 
our PreK graduation for a time when and if it is safe to do so. We will also be 
suspending/pausing all summer camp registration. While we have not made a final decision 
about our summer camp program, at this point we believe it is better to air on the side of caution 
as we continue to gather the most up to date information regarding the virus. We are working 
through options for our summer and fall registration and are hoping to be able to unveil an 
electronic registration process soon – exciting news for all of us! 
 
I recognize that many of you may have personal items that you will need to pick-up from the 
Children’s Campus. We are working with the classroom teachers to establish a safe process to 
address this and will hopefully be able to begin scheduling drive-up pick-up times with you soon. 
I also know that this closure is especially difficult for our parents who work in the medical field. 
We have partnered with the Chancellor’s office to help connect Tier 1 and Essential Hospital 
personnel who will need support with care, with individuals who are available to support you. If 
you are within this classification and require care, please send an email to weecare@unm.edu 
and type “Support with Care” in the subject line. In the body of the email please specify the days 
and times that you are seeking care and we will work to connect you with these individuals. 
 
It’s also important to let you know that we have continued to support the UNM Community in a 
variety of ways including a donation of food and bags to the Lobo Food Pantry. Additionally, the 
Senior Management Team has been working diligently over the last few weeks in partnership 
with the President’s Office and the Chancellor’s Office to establish an Emergency Care Plan. 
This plan utilizes the Children’s Campus, along with our existing management structure to 
provide a coordinated and targeted opening of the Children’s Campus to support Tier 1 and 
Essential Hospital personnel during the surge that is anticipated to hit New Mexico in the next 
few weeks. This has been a monumental task, similar to establishing a brand new center as we 
work through everything from hiring additional classroom staff, to a mass registration with little 
to no notice and remote billing. 
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I know that over the last several weeks, all of us have been called upon to make a number of 
difficult decisions in both our work and home lives. Many of us are now juggling the 
responsibilities of having children at home and trying to work from home. It’s challenging, we get 
it - know that you are not alone. We are committed to continuing to support you and your family 
as much as we possibly can from a distance. Our teachers have been working diligently behind 
the scenes to connect with the children in so many creative ways over the last several weeks 
and will continue to do so for as long as this is our new normal. They are busy modifying their 
curriculum, writing new lesson plans and hosting classroom meetings that have included things 
like story time, yoga stories and show and tell. We are also exploring a number of other ways in 
which we can stay connected with you and support the continued growth and development of all 
of the children. If you do not currently follow us on Facebook, I would encourage you to do so. 
We are regularly posting updates, activities and a variety of resources on both Facebook as well 
as our website. 
 
During this challenging time, we are all facing so many unknowns and it can be stressful, 
overwhelming and frightening, especially for young children. We are all being challenged in so 
many different ways but it’s important to look for the silver lining and take this time to reset, 
reconnect and strengthen our relationships with our children. Please remember to practice 
kindness, grace and understanding with one another. We will come through this. Should you 
have any questions, please feel free to reach out to us. We are here to support you. 
 
 
We wish you well, 
 

Daniela M. Baca 
 
Daniela M. Baca 
Director 
UNM Children’s Campus 
danielah@unm.edu 
505.363.2086 
 


